STUDENT RESEARCH FUND

The money for the Student Research Fund is generated by professional fundraisers on behalf of the psychology department. The purpose of this fund is to assist both graduate and undergraduate students with the costs of conducting and/or presenting research, because it is relatively difficult for students to receive outside grants to support their research endeavors. In return, we ask that recipients donate four hours of their time to volunteer projects within the department and/or university. The rules for eligibility are as follows (effective immediately, valid until further notice):

1.
Funds are available to graduate and undergraduate students in the psychology department.

2.
Recipients are eligible to receive up to $100 per academic year.

3.
Funds are intended to support research endeavors directly, including but 
not limited to presenting work 
at a conference (this funding may not be used to attend a conference without presenting a paper or poster). The recipient of the funding need not be first author on the paper; however, no more than two authors may receive funding for the same presentation. Funding may also be used for direct research costs such as equipment (only if purchased specifically for use on a research project) and photocopying of study materials. The research supported by this fund must be either required by the department (e.g., honors project, masters thesis or dissertation) or intended for publication; class projects are not eligible for support through this fund. Moreover, the fund cannot be applied to direct payment of study participants.
4.
Funds will not be dispersed without receipts or documentation (such as acceptance notification for a conference presentation), which should be submitted with your application submission.  If receipts are not available at that time, they can be delivered to Sylvia Estrada at a later date.  To clarify this point, the Student Research Fund is available to reimburse students for money already spent and applied toward research endeavors.  It does not serve as an “advance” for payment.

5.
Recipients must complete four hours of volunteer work before funds will be approved. All volunteer work must be documented, and must be approved by the Student Research Fund committee. For more information about volunteer opportunities, email or call the Student Research Fund chair.

6.
An application is attached to this message. It is possible to print the
 application directly from this attachment. 
However, if you are not sure how to do this, additional applications are available from Natalie (see contact info below).  Once an application is approved, it is sent to Sylvia Estrada for processing.  It is recommended that you check in with Sylvia 1-2 weeks after application submission, as she may have the check for you in her office and may be awaiting required documentation.

Natalie Whiteford


303-735-6309

tolejko@colorado.edu
* Updated 2/20/07
EXAMPLES OF VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES THAT WOULD MEET THE

STUDENT RESEARCH FUND VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENT:

Steve Romero, as his volunteer activity to qualify for Student Research Fund money, solicited suggestions and compiled the following list of projects to illustrate for potential applicants the sorts of volunteer activities that would make a person eligible for funds. Please understand that this is not an exhaustive list; you may come up with a volunteer activity of your own. If a volunteer activity makes a needed contribution to the Department or the University, it will be approved. However, if there is any doubt about whether a specific activity would count toward the volunteer requirement, we recommend that you check with the fund chair or advisor beforehand (email preferred).

1)   Working on departmental web pages. The department and the people in CLIPR are always in need of someone to update the many web pages associated with the department. These pages include the general page, MAC page, CLIPR page, as well as the pages for each faculty member.  This project could potentially be assigned to several students due to the great deal of work that needs to be done on a yearly basis.

2)
Annual meeting concerning graduate school admission. Every year there is a meeting sponsored by Psi Chi for undergraduates interested in getting into grad school. They usually would like a couple of grad students from the department to attend and give their opinions.

3)
Advising undergrads on poster construction for the undergraduate research day. Every year, undergraduates that have completed a project for their honors thesis present their work in the form of a poster presentation at the annual undergraduate research day. In most cases, this is the first chance many of these students have received to present work in this manner. Thus these students could use some guidance in the finer points of creating a successful poster. In past years graduate students have just worked with one undergrad at a time, but it might be useful to get a couple of graduate students to conduct a seminar for interested the undergraduates.

3)
Staffing the graduation ceremonies. Every year, the department needs students to help with the departmental graduation ceremonies. This is a fine opportunity for a handful of graduate students to fulfill their volunteer obligation without a great deal of thought or preparation.

4)
Hosting prospective graduate student. Every year prospective graduate students come to visit the department before making a decision on whether to attend the University. This project is probably best undertaken by a group of students in a tag‑team approach because the prospective students are usually around for more than one day. Many students can fulfill their obligation during one prospective student's visit if the duties (Allowing the prospective students to stay at their houses, showing them around the department, campus and the city) are split up between many students. This tag‑team approach also helps to lessen the burden on any one student and allows the prospective student a chance to meet many of their prospective colleagues.

5)
Participating in the new students of color fall kick‑off and picnic. This event is held each fall to welcome new undergrads and grad students to the Boulder Campus. This annual picnic is jointly sponsored by the Cultural Unity Student Center and other academic and administrative groups on campus.

6)
Committee participation. This was suggested by a couple of graduate students. Many students participate on committees and do not receive any compensation in return. Thus this participation could be considered. The committees that were suggested were MAC and the various ICS committees.

7)
Tutoring undergrads during finals. This has not been undertaken in the past but it seems that during finals there is an increased call for tutors. This is an idea that would need to be researched and organized but could possibly work.

8)
Videotaping the miniconvention. It has been useful in the past to provide the first year students with a videotape recording of their presentation at the annual miniconvention. This would be a good project for two students to split because it takes all day allowing for at least two students to fulfill their four hour obligations.

9)
Assimilating and maintaining a graduate student grant database.  This idea would actually help all graduate students in the department by helping them to find grant support for dissertation and graduate studies. This would especially help beginning students to find out what opportunities there may be for funding outside of those offered by the department. One possible type of maintenance would be to collect actual applications from those that had successfully applied to provide templates for future use.
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STUDENT RESEARCH FUND APPLICATION

Please put completed application in Natalie Whiteford’s mailbox in Muenzinger D332.

Name:
Email address:


Program:
Mailbox location:


Advisor: 
Phone:


AMOUNT REQUESTED (up to $100):






GENERAL PURPOSE OF REQUESTED FUNDING (e.g., name and date of conference plus title and authors of presentation; or description of research project):

PROPOSED BUDGET:


Description of Expense: 
Amount:

VOLUNTEER HOUR FULFILLMENT:

Description of volunteer activities:

Dates:

Hours (total 4):

Are you applying for funds from other sources (e.g., the Graduate School, advisor's grant)? Please list briefly.

************************************************************************************************************************************************************

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Amount approved:




Student Research Fund Chair:
Date:


Department Chair:
Date:


