UNALLOWABLE COSTS           (
Section J of OMB Circular A-21 identifies the following specific expenses as unallowable:

· Advertising and public relations costs

· Alcoholic beverages

· Alumni activities

· Bad debts

· Institution-furnished automobiles

· Donations or contributions

· Entertainment

· Lobbying

· Fines and penalties

· Goods and services for personal use 

· Housing and personal living expenses

· Interest, fund raising and investment management costs

· Membership in social, dining, country clubs, or civic organizations

· Selling and marketing

· Student activities

· Airfare costs in excess of the lowest available commercial discount airfare (with specific exceptions)

· Flowers, gifts

· Parking tickets 

Food/Meals is allowable as part of travel, conferences, or business meetings with external participants

· NOT allowed for staff meetings, pizza in the labs, working meals with project employees, general refreshments, i.e. donuts, coffee, bottled water

--  If specifically approved by sponsor or within scope of work it can be OK
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